Senegal in Florence

Florence
Lamine in the room he shares with two mates,
is showing me his copy of the Koran.

Following the end of the II World War the
process of decolonization started for most
African countries. General De Gaulle was
invested with full of powers in 1958 and
this was a very important fact especially
for French-speaking countries.
As a result of the referendum in September
the 28th of the same year, in fact, those
who voted in favour of the proposal joined
the Communauté, proclaiming a republic
and drawing up a Costitution. Under the
leadership of its first President of the Republic, Lèopold-Sèdar Senghor, at the end of
the seventies Senegal got a stable government and a democratic development. But in
December 1980 the president resigned in
favour of Abdou Diouf, who was confronted
with big problems due to rising difficulties
and huge differences typical of the first
years of independence of this country.
In fact on account of a world socio-political
situation, which was greatly hostile
to Africa, especially after the fall of the
Berlin Wall, the lock of development,
difficulties in the diversification of the
agricultural produce and the want of
financial autonomy increased.
As a consequence there was a rise in the
foreign debts. Just in these years the first
big migratory flow from Senegal to European
countries, such as France and Italy, took
place.
This reportage was carried out with the
intention of presenting its chief characters
from a view-point that are generally seen.

Every day in Florence, mostly in the area
of the open-air market of San Lorenzo,
a great number of immigrants coming
mainly from this African county, hawk
illegally fake D.V.D., sun-glasses, watches
and in particular fake good of the big
names of the international fashion.
These young men, often aged between
20 and 30, are unwilling illegal immigrants,
frequently unable to go back to their native
country, even for a short time.
Every year Senegal is one of the chief
African tourist destinations.
From the guide-book EDT: “..most tourists
buy package holidays to enjoy life basking
in the sun in the luxurious hotels along the
Atlantic coast, there are, however, many
accomodations of different kind and the
main attractions of the country - such as
a nice walk in town or in the countryside
- are free.
Lamine, one of the protagonist of these
photos, has been living here for about two
years. He says he wants to regularize his
situation, but this is really very difficult
because the decrees legitimatizing illegal
situations are put into effect every 2 or 3
years.
However the person who has an employment contract is not allowed to participate
if he has broken the law even for minor
crimes like hawking fake good (bags or
D.V.D.).
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Florence
Market of San Lorenzo. The imitations
- which are legally fit for sale - differ from
counterfeits as the buyers may know
they are getting one.
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Florence
Market of San Lorenzo.
When the policemen arrive,
the goods, often displayed
on withe sheets, are hidden.
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Florence
Thirteen more tenants
share the flat with Lamine.
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Juri Ciani lives in Florence, Italy, and works in the CG Industry,
with the alias of Jeppetto, where operates as GraphicDesigner.
He also teachs 3D modeling in Urbino’s Academy of Fine Arts.
In 2005 he started up the photographic project “Terradiconfine”
(“Borderland”), with a website where he shares reportage and
traveling experiences through five continents.
In 2007 he published the book “Mwadzuka Bwanji” (“Ho did
you wake up?” in chichewa language - Ed. Masso delle Fate), a
storytelling about the african state of Malawi, that shows some
kinds of humanitarian issues in this country.

Some of the last published reportage:
2009 - “Caos Sublime pt. 2”, a comparison between Quneitra Syria, Golan Heights - 36 years after the war against Israel, and
L’Aquila – Italy - after the April 06th 2009 earthquake.
2009 - “Caos Sublime pt. 1”, thinking about reconstruction after
L’Aquila April 06th 2009 earthquake. (texts by M. Fuksas)
2009 - “ The new faces of China in Florence”, in collaboration
with La Repubblica newspaper.
2008 - “Women in Iran”, about female status inside the Islamic
Republic of Iran.
2007 - “T27”, the way of the highest world’s railway, from Beijing to Lhasa.
2006 - “Senegal in Florence”, a day life with senegalese illegal
vendor, in San Lorenzo’s market.
2001 - “G8, July 2001”, Genova before - described in the text and during - shown in pictures - the G8 meeting in July 2001.
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